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source of water, but as the last receiver of it.
To its natural abundance we owe the spec-
tacular plant and animal life that distin-
guishes this place from all others in our
country’’;

Whereas Marjory Stoneman Douglas gave
the Everglades the name ‘“River of Grass”
stating, ‘‘There are no other Everglades in
the world”’;

Whereas Everglades National Park has
been designated an International Biosphere
Reserve, a World Heritage Site, and a Wet-
land of International Importance, in recogni-
tion of its significance to all the people of
the world;

Whereas the Everglades ecosystem encom-
passes 3,000,000 acres of wetlands and is the
largest subtropical wilderness in the United
States featuring slow-moving freshwater
that flows south from Lake Okeechobee
through sawgrass and tree islands to the
mangroves and seagrasses of Florida Bay;

Whereas Everglades National Park is home
to rare and endangered species, such as the
American crocodile, the Florida panther, and
the Western Indian manatee and more than
350 species of birds, including the Great
Egret, Wood Stork, Swallow-tailed Kite, and
Roseate Spoonbill;

Whereas the greater Everglades ecosystem
is also an international center for business,
agriculture, and tourism, with a rapidly
growing population of varied ethnic, eco-
nomic, and social values, all of which are de-
pendent on a fully functioning ecosystem for
an adequate freshwater supply, a healthy
and sustainable economy, and overall qual-
ity of life;

Whereas Everglades National Park is the
subject of the most extensive ecosystem res-
toration plan in the history of mankind, the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan;
and

Whereas this restoration plan must suc-
ceed in order for the treasures of Everglades
National Park to be passed on to our chil-
dren and grandchildren: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 60th anniversary of Ever-
glades National Park; and

(2) dedicates itself to the success of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE SENATE TO THOSE AF-
FECTED BY THE TRAGIC EVENTS
OF DECEMBER 5, 2007, AT
WESTROADS MALL IN OMAHA,
NEBRASKA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to
the immediate consideration of S. Res.
393, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 393), expressing the
condolences of the Senate to those affected
by the tragic events of December 5, 2007, at
Westroads Mall in Omaha, NE.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor and remem-
ber the victims of yesterday’s tragic
shooting in Omaha, NE. I know every
one of my colleagues joins me in ex-
tending our prayers and deepest sym-
pathies to the families and friends of
the victims and the entire Omaha com-
munity.

On Wednesday, December 5, 2007, the
worst mass slaying in Nebraska history
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occurred at the Westroads Mall in
Omaha, claiming the lives of eight vic-
tims. The names of those victims are:
shoppers Gary Sharf of Lincoln, NE,
and John McDonald of Council Bluffs,
IA; and store employees Angie
Schuster, Maggie Webb, Janet
Jorgensen, Diane Trent, Gary Joy, and
Beverly Flynn, all of Omaha. We must
never forget these individuals or the
horrible tragedy which took them from
us.
In addition, five people were wound-
ed. Nebraska stands with each of them
on their road to recovery.

I concur with the words of Omaha
Mayor Mike Fahey, who said, ‘“We are
a community who will grieve this loss.
Omaha is a good city with wonderful
people.”

At Westroads Mall, this time of year
is especially lovely with holiday deco-
rations and music. That peace and
tranquility were forever shattered by
this senseless act of violence. Today,
many Nebraskans are asking, “Why?”’
but there are no answers.

We are shocked, grief-stricken and in
complete disbelief. Things like this
should not happen anywhere, but head-
lines like these are unexpected in
places such as Omaha. Our community
has been altered forever—a sentiment
reflected in today’s headline in the
state’s largest newspaper, which de-
clared: ‘It Happened To Us.”

So, now as we are celebrating what
should be the most joyous season of the
year, Nebraskans are preparing to bury
our dead. And we are praying. We ask
the nation to continue to pray with us;
and on behalf of my fellow Nebraskans,
I thank you for all the prayers and ex-
pressions of sympathy we have re-
ceived.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 393

Whereas, on Wednesday, December 5, 2007,
the worst mass slaying in Nebraska history
occurred at Westroads Mall in Omaha;

Whereas lives were tragically lost, and oth-
ers were wounded;

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Omaha Police Department, Fire Department,
and other emergency responders acted val-
iantly to save lives;

Whereas the people of Omaha have em-
braced those affected and will continue to
offer support to their neighbors who have
suffered from this tragedy; and

Whereas the community of Omaha will en-
dure the aftereffects of this tragedy to
emerge stronger than it was before: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its heartfelt condolences to
the friends and families of those who lost
their lives in the tragic shooting on Decem-
ber 5, 2007, at Westroads Mall in Omaha, Ne-
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braska: Gary Sharf of Lincoln, Nebraska,
John McDonald of Council Bluffs, Iowa, and
Angie Schuster, Maggie Webb, Janet
Jorgensen, Diane Trent, Gary Joy, and Bev-
erly Flynn, all of Omaha;

(2) shares its prayers and best wishes for
recovery to those who were wounded;

(3) extends its thanks to the first respond-
ers, police, and medical personnel who re-
sponded so quickly and decisively to provide
aid and comfort to the victims; and

(4) stands with the people of Omaha as
they begin the healing process in the after-
math of this terrible attack.

———

NATIONAL CANCER RESEARCH
MONTH

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent we now proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. Res. 394,
submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 394) recognizing the
100th anniversary of the founding of the
American Association for Cancer Research
and declaring the month of May 2008 as Na-
tional Cancer Research Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 394

Whereas the American Association for
Cancer Research, the oldest and largest sci-
entific cancer research organization in the
United States, was founded on May 7, 1907, at
the Willard Hotel in Washington, DC, by a
group of physicians and scientists interested
in research to further the investigation into
and spread new knowledge about cancer;

Whereas the American Association for
Cancer Research is focused on every aspect
of high-quality, innovative cancer research
and is the authoritative source of informa-
tion and publications about advances in the
causes, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention
of cancer;

Whereas, since its founding, the American
Association for Cancer Research has acceler-
ated the growth and dissemination of new
knowledge about cancer and the complexity
of this disease to speed translation of new
discoveries for the benefit of cancer patients,
and has provided the information needed by
elected officials to make informed decisions
on public policy and sustained funding for
cancer research;

Whereas partnerships with research sci-
entists and the general public, survivors and
patient advocates, philanthropic organiza-
tions, industry, and government have led to
advanced breakthroughs, early detection
tools which have increased survival rates,
and a better quality of life for cancer sur-
vivors;

Whereas our national investment in cancer
research has yielded substantial returns in
terms of research advances and lives saved,
with a scholarly estimate that every 1 per-
cent decline in cancer mortality saves our
national economy $500,000,000,000;
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